A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
greatest statesman of his day, had been one of the revolution-
aries; but he had offered his services to the King before the
end of the summer session, and therefore well before Bucking-
ham's murder. To the other rich squires who had been working
with him the act seemed one of treason. His motive for it was
a growing disgust with anarchy. The increasing ascendancy of
the rhetorician Elliot also offended him; but what he feared
was the breakdown of all government from the new revolutionary
spirit which had grown to such heights, especially now that it
was allied with the zealous Puritan faction. For Wentworth
was above all a man determined upon order. He could not
foresee, and no one at that time foresaw, how, after a long
period of turmoil, what at first seemed like a confused rebellion
would result in that aristocratic government which less than a
lifetime later was to take the place of the old monarchy. No
one then understood what we now see so well—that England
governed by the gentry in the place of a king representing
the whole nation, and by a gentry which included the lawyers'
guild, would increase in strength and wealth, and become at
last the most orderly and united of the European states.
Charles also was to be well served by a man of very different
physique from Wentworth, but of much the same ideas in
government—Laud, a scholar and a strict Churchman, whose
religion* often represented as ritualistic, was rather concerned
with unity within a Church of England, and above all in the state.
In personal sympathies he was opposed to Puritanism, as the
majority of highly cultured men naturally were; yet his readiness
to attack Puritanism did not lie in his personal feelings, but in
his conviction that it made for anarchy. He had first been put
forward long ago by Buckingham; he was a man much older
than the King and older than Wentworth, small, active, highly
intelligent, industrious, and as determined as any of them, He
was not yet the head of the Church in England, the Primacy
being still held by Abbot, who was of Puritan sympathies; bii
he was destined for the highest position when it should fell
vacant, and he was already, by 1628, the chief ecclesiastical
adviser of the Crown, having been promoted from the bishopric
of St Davids to that of London.
There was also, what the King greatly needed in sucS a
crisis, a lawyer of high ability, one who (like Wentworth) had
been strong in opposition, and now joined the forces of tie
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